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Overview

• What is iPath?
• History

– From research to service

• Present state
– iPath Community Edition
– Hosted Server: iPath-Network

• Future plans
– iPath Mobile



What is iPath?

• iPath is an internet platform to 
facilitate distance collaboration in 
medical practice, education and 
research

• Management of medical content such 
as cases, images, data forms

• Organisation of collaboration in 
closed user groups: real time and in 
asynchronous store-and-forward 
mode



Content Managed by iPath

• Cases with text description
• Images (400+ image formats)
• Video clips - automatically converted 

to flash format for easy preview
• Custom forms
• Links to PubMed (literature)
• ... and many more by extending 

iPath



Case + Comments



Advanced functionality
• Slideshow mode

slideshow directly 
from server

• Compare images
display 2 images next 
to each other

• Web meeting
interactive 
collaboration on 
synchronised set of 
slides
(chat + shared 
pointer)



Multi-discipline collaboration

Utilisatuers serveurs

Tumourboard meeting
Lörrach (Germany) + Basel (Switzerland) 



Online-Presentations



History

• 2001 – 2006: 
– Research project at the Department of Pathology at the 

Univeristy of Basel
– Telepathology on Solomon Islands and many other 

applications of iPath

• 2007 – 2010: 
– Transition

• 2010 – today: 
– iPath-Network: Hosted Service based on open source iPath 

software provided through Basys Data GmbH  
– Community Edition: extension of iPath to allow self-

organised communities with many groups.
– Jan 2011: Transfer of 20’000 cases from University Server 

to iPath-Network



General Statistics



Present – iPath Network

• http://ipath-network.com
• Hosted server
• Many communities
• 4’000 users
• 35’000 cases
• 300’000 images



  iPath Network

Utilisatuers serveurs
HCE 
Group



Community Edition

• New Version of iPath (2.1)
• Community:

– Collection of groups
– Custom design and portal page
– Custom configuration

• Users can work in many communities 
without separate login.



Virtuel portals

• Sharing one server and one 
installation of iPath between many 
institutions

• Custom “corporate identity”
(front page, settings and layout)

• Shared database of content and user 
accounts

• Examples at the moment:
– http://www.ipath-network.com
– http://www.ipath-network.com/inctr/
– http:// www.ipath-network.com /tanzania
– http:// www.ipath-network.com /raft
– http://www.telemed-ipath.org.ua



Example: Tanzania ELCT



Example: INCTR



Independent Installation

http://www.telemed-ipath.org.ua/



Future
• Community Administration Tools

• New Referral Module
– Personal referral, referral by email

• Mobile Application
– Support for mobile devices, smartphone, etc
– «iPath App»

• Realtime conferencing
– Video conference
– Interactive grand rounds

• iPath 3: Porting the functionality to a modern framework
– «Zend-Framework» or «Yii-Framework»



THANK YOU

WEB:  HTTP://IPATH-NETWORK.COM
EMAIL: Monika.Hubler@basysdata.ch
EMAIL: Monika.Hubler@unibas.ch
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